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 The Section's ability to take a position on a legislative 
matter is governed by the Standing Board Policies of 
the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.

 For the Section to lobby on a particular legislative 
matter, the matter must meet all of the criteria listed in 
Section 9.50(a) of the Standing Board Policies.

 When the Executive Council adopts a "triple motion," it 
is affirmatively agreeing that the Section's proposed 
position on a particular legislative matter meets each of 
the criteria listed in Section 9.50(a).

Section Legislative Positions
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A section may be recognized by the board of governors as taking a 
position on or advocating a position on a legislative issue only 
when all of the following criteria are met:

 the issue involved is within the section's subject matter jurisdiction as 
described in the section's bylaws;

 the issue is beyond the scope of the permissible legislative activity of 
The Florida Bar (or the issue is within the permissible scope of the 
legislative activity of The Florida Bar but the proposed section 
position is not inconsistent with an official position of the bar on that 
issue); and

 the issue is not one that carries the potential of deep philosophical or 
emotional division among a substantial segment of the membership 
of the Bar.

Section 9.50(a) Criteria
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Section 1.2 of the Section’s Amended and Restated Bylaws describe the 
purposes of the Section, including the subject matter that is within 
the Section’s “subject matter jurisdiction” for purposes of Standing 

Board Policy Section 9.50(a).

Section Subject Matter
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 Sections are required to advise The Florida Bar of 
proposed legislative activity.

 Sections are required to report whether the 
legislative proposal has been circulated to all 
divisions, sections or committees that may be 
interested in the issue (and reciting the comments 
received).

Notice of Section Proposals
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To approve a legislative position, a section legislative 
proposal must be approved by:
 a 2/3 vote of the section's executive council present, 

finding the proposed legislative position to be within 
the scope of the requirements of Section 9.50(a); 
and 

 a majority vote of those members present approving 
the position.

Vote Required – Standing Board 
Policy
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 Under Section 6.1(e) of the Section’s Amended and 
Restated Bylaws, a legislative position must be 
approved:
 at a properly called meeting of the EC at which more 

than a majority of the members of the EC are present 
(quorum), and 

 by a majority of EC members in attendance at such 
meeting (vote)

Vote Required – Section Bylaws
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QUESTIONS?


