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December 16, 2014 

 

The Honorable William Alva VanNortwick, Jr. 

Chair, Business Law Section of The Florida Bar 

First District Court of Appeal 

2000 Drayton Drive 

Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 

 

Re: Report of Florida Bar Board of Governors Action   VIA E-MAIL ONLY 

 

Dear Judge VanNortwick: 

 

During its regular meeting on December 12, 2014 the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar approved 

all of the roll-over requests for the 2012-2014 legislative positions held by the Business Law Section.  

 

Consistent with your submission, these positions of the Business Law Section will be officially published 

within the 2014-16 Master List of Positions as follows: 

 

Bankruptcy / Uniform Commercial Codes / Debtor-Creditor Issues   
 

December 12, 2014 

1.  Supports Revised Article I of the Uniform Commercial Code, as developed by the National 

Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL). 

 

2.  Supports legislation to update or modernize the assignment for benefit of creditors in Chapter 727, 

Florida Statutes. 

 

3.  Supports the creation of §702.55 Florida Statutes, providing for notice to homeowner in mortgage 

foreclosure action of possibility of relief under U. S. Bankruptcy Code. 

 

4.  In any proposed legislation regarding “Credit Counseling Services”, supports clear definitions and 

language to exclude licensed Florida attorneys, including bankruptcy attorneys who represent debtors, 

from the scope of the bills. 

 

5.  Supports Revised Article 7 of UCC developed by NCCUSL relating to electronic documents of title, 

warehouse receipts, and bills of lading. 
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Business Law Section 

December 16, 2014 

 
6.  Supports providing federal bankruptcy exemption for alimony, support or separate maintenance, that 

has already been received, to the extent necessary for the support of the debtor or his/her dependents. 

 

7.  Opposes any amendment to existing Florida law governing real property foreclosures unless those 

amendments carefully preserve and protect the property rights and due process rights of the holders of 

interests in or affecting Florida real property. 

 

8.  Supports proposed updating and clarifying Uniform Law Commission / NCCUSL amendments to 

Article 9 UCC/FS Ch. 679. 

 

9.  Supports HR 2533 re: Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Venue Reform Act of 2011. 

10.  Supports enactment of a separately credited financial literacy course as a prerequisite for high school 

graduation and a standard high school diploma, consistent with the requirements set forth in HB 367 and 

SB 212. (2014 Session) 

Business Entities / Securities / Financial Services  

December 12, 2014 

 

1.  Opposes legislation to impose income tax on limited liability companies and subchapter S 

corporations. 

 

2.  Supports glitch amendments of a technical, corrective and clarifying nature to Florida Statutes, 

Chapter 607 re: Corporations, Chapter 605 re: Limited Liability Companies, Chapter 617 re: Not For 

Profit Corporations and Chapter 620 re: Partnerships and Limited Partnerships. 

 

3.  Opposes legislation that would transfer the functions of the Division of Corporations in the 

Department of State to the Department of Revenue. 

 

4.  Opposes “sunset” of the Division of Corporations of the Department of State. 

5.  Supports clarification of Florida Statutes, Section 213.758 "Transfer of tax liabilities" in order to 

streamline the transfers of businesses and stocks of goods. 

 

Business Litigation / Alternative Dispute Resolution  

December 12, 2014 

1.  Supports the replacement of word “files” and “filing” with “serves” and “serving” wherever they 

appear in subsection (1) of §768.79, the Offer of Judgment and Demand for Judgment Statute. 

2.  Supports changing the substantive law that governs international commercial arbitration in Florida, 

specifically by adoption of the UNCITRAL model international commercial arbitration law. 

 

3.  Opposes HB 1135 (2009 Session) and SB 2192 (2009 Session) proposing creation of the “Florida 

Consumer and Small Business Arbitration Act.” 

4.  Supports legislation providing for award of attorney’s fees for time incurred litigating the amount of 

attorney’s fees a prevailing party may recover pursuant to a fee-shifting provision of a statute, rule or 

contract. 
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December 16, 2014 

 
5.  Opposes SB 1294 & HB 1273 (2011 Session) or similar legislation regarding the choice of foreign 

laws, legal codes, or systems that declare certain court decisions rendered under such laws, codes, or 

systems are void, that certain choice of venue or forum provisions in contracts are void, or that claims of 

forum non conveniens or related claims must be denied under certain circumstances. 

 

6.  Supports update and modernization of the Florida Arbitration Code, F.S. Ch. 682, via enactment of the 

Revised Uniform Arbitration Act ("RUAA"). 

7.  Opposes amendments to F.S. §48.031 re service of process, and to F.S. §56.27 re executions and 

payment of money collected, as proposed in SB 1268 and HB 1379 (2013 Session). 

Intellectual Property / Computer Law 

December 12, 2014 

1.  Supports Revised Model Trademark Act, Ch. 495, Florida Statutes. 

Judiciary / Administration of Justice 

December 12, 2014 

1.  Supports adequate funding of the state courts' system, state attorneys' offices, public defenders' offices, 

and court-appointed counsel. 

 

2.  Supports legislation consistent with the Supreme Court of Florida’s certification of need for additional 

judges. 

 

3.  Supports the funding and allocation of appropriate and necessary resources to fund complex business 

litigation pilot projects in the 9th, 11th, 13th, and 15th judicial circuits, provided that pilot project funding 

is to be in addition to existing court funding. 

 

4.  Supports adequate funding for civil legal assistance to indigent persons through the Florida Access to 

Civil Legal Assistance Act. 

Further, the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar considered a request by the Business Law Section for 

one new legislative position in the 2014-16 Legislative Biennium.  Upon review of this request, the Board 

determined the legislative proposal was consistent with applicable Bar policy concerning section 

legislative activity and opted to not prohibit section advocacy of this issue.  Consistent with your 

submission, this newly recognized position of the Business Law Section will be added to and officially 

published within the 2014-16 Master List of Positions under Business Law Section - Intellectual Property 

/ Computer Law subcategory as follows: 

 

December 12, 2014 

2.  Supports anti-hacking legislation including passage of the Computer Abuse and 

Data Recovery Act (CADRA). 

 

For the benefit of all involved in Bar legislative activities, the Office of Governmental Affairs also 

maintains a listing of individuals who might be directly lobbying legislators on any section position.  Our 

listing includes the names of all “contacts” listed on your original Legislative Position Request Form as 

well as the section chair and legislative chair.  However, if you anticipate legislative visits or appearances 

by persons other than those cited above, please advise us as soon as possible. 
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December 16, 2014 

 
Finally, legislative advocacy by sections must conform to Supreme Court rules which specify that such 

activity be clearly distinguished from The Florida Bar’s separate lobbying.  We ask that all individuals 

engaged in section lobbying emphasize these distinctions in their legislative communications, to help 

minimize confusion among lawmakers about The Florida Bar and its sections. 

 

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joni Wussler 

Administrative Assistant 

651 East Jefferson Street  Tallahassee, FL  32399-2300  (850) 561-5600  FAX:  (850) 561-9405  www.floridabar.org 


