Business Litigation Committee

Midyear Meeting, January 25, 2017

Sanibel 1 and 2

L Call Meeting to Order
a. Meeting called to order at 2:07 p.m.

IL. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes approved unanimously

[1L. Subcomittee Updates

a. Antitrust Certification Standards
No report
b. Legislative Overview
i. Jay Brown gave update
This year’s session will start in March; next year's session
starts in January.
Working on Fictitious Name Legislation, Uniform Voidable
Transfer Act, Digital Currency, and Mortgage Foreclosure
Measure.
Judicial term limits bill just filed and bill to allow legislature to
overturn judicial decisions.
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Asking Biz Lit if opposed to term limit bill to reach out
to local legislature
If inclined, Biz Lit can also move to continue to oppose
judicial term limit legislation.
Language of big bar’s opposition: opposes term limits
for judges at any level of Florida’s Court system
Motion made by Rick Gross that business litigation
committee recommend to the Business Law Section
to oppose any legislation that imposes term limits
on any state trial, appellate, or circuit court.
a. Motion approved unanimously
Motion made by Rick Gross to recommend to
Business Law Section to oppose any legislation that
would overrule any decision of any trial or
appellate court, which interprets legislation.
a. Friendly amendment by Irwin Gilbert- to join
Big Bar in its opposition
Friendly amendment accepted.
c. Friendly amendment by R. Landy to include
all Florida Courts.
d. Friendly amendment accepted.
e. Motion approved unanimously.

Communications
Russell Landy gave update.

1.



1. Looking for article submissions for the blog.
2. Continuing to grow social media
3. Lexology still being offered to members.
d. Deposition Bootcamp
i. Jen Moranda discussed deposition bootcamp being put on by
Bankruptcy UCC Committee
e. Court/Clerk Funding Work Group
i. L Gilbert gave update.
ii. Very limited funding to court employees.

iii. Gathering statistics from clerk of court state wide to identify
high volume activity for which a fee could be charged and
dedicated for use of the judiciaries budget

1. One use of the budget would be to fund business court’s
in counties where there are no business courts

iv. 150,000 summary judgment motions were filed last year

1. Discussing charging $100 fee for filing summary
judgment motions
v. Less than 6,000 notices of trial were filed statewide
1. Modest fee would also still generate significant revenue
to fund the courts

vi. Will be creating report that will be made available.

vii. Maxine Long commented that maybe more beneficial to reach
out to the legislature rather than implementing a fee

f. Membership
i. Encouraged to ask the members of this committee to reach out
to other attorneys to join the section.
g. Application deadline to join Supreme Court Committee on Standard
Jury Instructions for Contract Cases
i. Deadline to apply is January 31,2017
h. Tiara Case Updates
i. A.Fernandez gave update
ii. Four new cases in update
1. Three of four cases followed the Pariente concurrence
and held that tort claims need to be independent from
the breach of contract

IV. Committee Liaison Updates
a. Inclusion Mentoring & Fellowship - meeting occurring at same time
as business litigation committee
b. Pro Bono
i. Maxine Long gave update
1. Work going on in the portal to see if there is a way to
find a pro bono attorney that handles that area of law
2. Florida Pro Bono Matters will be up in two weeks
a. Will collect matters from different pro bono
organizations and post it in one location for
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attorneys to find pro bono case in their area of
practice.
3. Discussion on how to find pro bono opportunities for
transactional attorneys
4. On March 20th there will be an observation project of
the courts being conducted

c. E-Discovery

i. Submitted for a CLE for the Florida Bar Annual Convention on
e-discovery
1. Will provide all three technology credits
ii. Will also provide continuing judicial education seminar in
Orlando and Tampa
iii. Subcommittee under Florida Rules Committee that is dealing
with e-discovery
1. Discussion of Florida rule following amended Federal
rules

. UCRERA

i. A.Fernandez gave update
ii. Have had two in person meetings and two phone conferences
iii. Still in early stages; have decided to begin re-drafting sections
of the act
Membership
i. A.Fernandez gave update
ii. Working with CLE committee to put on “Got Civility” CLE’s
with happy hour after hosted by membership
iii. Discussed scholars program
Sponsorship
i. R.Landy gave report
ii. Trying to obtain non-attorney sponsors
iii. Focusing on annual sponsors, not just retreat sponsors
Establishment of Law School based BLS Committees
i. Florida A&M has established a BLS committee that is
supported by our section
ii. Ifinterested in helping school set up a BLS section, please
reach out to L. Gilbert

State/Federal Court Judicial Liaison Committee
a. Section will be having judicial roundtable at retreat
b. Judge Freeman co-chair

Minority mentoring picnic scheduled for Feb. 4th

New Business
a. Can add profile to BLS section website
b. Ober Case

i. Decision came out on 4th DCA on effect of lis pendens and
length of time within which it barred subsequent liens



ii. Business Law Section submitted amicus brief
iii. Received decision today withdrawing original opinion and
overruling trial court

VII.  Conclusion
a. Motion to adjourn unanimously approved
b. Meeting called to close at 3:20 p.m.



