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Welcome!

Message from Mark Stein
2014 Retreat Committee Chair

Welcome back to the beautiful Ritz Carlton 
in Naples!

First and most importantly, thank you to all 
of the companies and law firms generously 
sponsoring this retreat. We could not pro-
vide such an amazing experience without 
all of you. This year we want to especial-
ly thank Berger Singerman, our Sapphire 
Sponsor for their generous sponsorship and 
great leadership in our section. We are also 
fortunate to have numerous Platinum Level 
sponsors, including: Navigant Consulting; 
Michael Moecker & Associates; nPer-

spective; Stahl Forensic and Valuation Experts; Florida Lawyers 
Mutual Insurance Company; Cherry Bakaert; DSI/Development 
Specialists, Inc; Thomson Reuters; Akerman Senterfitt; Messana, 
P.A.; Peretz Chesal Herrmann; Baker Donnelson; Stichter Riedel 
Blain & Prosser and Hill Ward Henderson

Thank you all, and thanks to each of our Gold, Silver and Bronze level 
sponsors as well. Please make sure to thank our sponsors, and visit 
each of the vendors and support their businesses just as they support 
the Business Law Section. 

The very talented Retreat Committee literally began work immediately 
after the 2013 Retreat, creating a weekend we are confident will be fun 
and educational, and will also provide opportunities for networking, 
great food and drink, a little exercise, some adventure and (of course) 
relaxation. If you have not already done so, please sign up for the 2nd 
annual 5K run on Sunday morning. The cost is $40 per runner ($20 
for children) and the proceeds benefit the Florida Bar Foundation. On 
Sunday afternoon, as always, there is golf at the Tiburon championship 
golf course designed by Greg Norman. If you have not yet signed up to 
play golf, it is not too late. The signup information for both the run and 
for golf is in the materials you received at check-in. 

The Sunday afternoon kayaking trip is now full. For those attending, 
it will take you across the flats of Clam Bay toward the Pass, into the 
windy mangrove forest and out to the coastal dunes. Have fun and 
come prepared for sun and water. For those wine lovers in the group, 
on Sunday at 5:30 p.m., there will be a special wine tasting hosted by 
two of the BLS’s wine experts, Greg Yadley and Judge John Olson. 
The wine tasting will be held in the Chairman’s suite, also benefits the 
Florida Bar Foundation, and is a great way to start off Sunday evening 
before dinner. The cost is $40 per person ($75 per couple) and space 
is limited and is filling up very quickly. As of this writing there are a 
few spots left, so sign up immediately if you have not already. The 
wines you will taste were generously donated, so all of the funds from 
this event will go directly to the Florida Bar Foundation. The signup 
information for the wine tasting is also included in the materials you 
received at check-in. 

Our welcome back reception and Friday night dinner celebrate Italy in 
recognition of the upcoming Executive Council trip to Venice, Italy, in 
March 2015, a great choice by section chair Judge Bill Van Nortwick. 
Committee meetings will occupy all of the day on Saturday, but Satur-
day night brings the ever-popular annual casino night. The Saturday lun-
cheon will also be a special treat, as award-winning author Brad Meltzer 
is the featured speaker and will be available to autograph his novels and 
children’s books. Immediately after lunch on Saturday, we are thrilled 

to again have our Business Court Judges Roundtable. And, of course, 
Sunday morning is our family breakfast followed by our CLE program. 

This year’s CLE program was very carefully selected and includes top-
ics of general interest to all business lawyers, as well as topics on various 
substantive areas of business law. There is truly something of interest for 
each Section member. Sunday night, after the networking reception, we 
will have dinner on the town. Reservations for groups of 10 have been 
made at a wide variety of Naples-area restaurants. Just sign up at the 
check-in desk for dinner with old friends (or make new ones!) The Vue 
hospitality suite will be open on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights 
until midnight. Come in and enjoy, but please make this an adult/young 
adult (15 and older) venue after 10:30 p.m. each evening. The weekend 
will conclude Monday morning with the Executive Council meeting. 

This is your Retreat and the entire Retreat committee wants all of you 
to have the best experience possible. We will be holding a special re-
ception for first time attendees at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday immediately 
following the last CLE (ask Zach Hyman for details) and we want 
feedback from all of you during and after the weekend. The committee 
members will be easy to identify, as will JoAnn Shearer, our fantastic 
section administrator. If there is anything any of us can do to make this 
weekend even better, please just ask. 

It has been a privilege for me to work with a great committee and with so 
many members of the Section on this Retreat. My personal hope is that 
everyone has a great time and this is simply the best BLS Retreat yet. If 
anyone has any ideas or suggestions, feel free to find me in person, con-
tact me by email or call me. Enjoy the weekend and Happy Labor Day. 

Mark Stein, Chairman, 2014 BLS Labor Day Retreat.

Message from 
Bill Van Nortwick,

2014-2015 Section Chair
On behalf of all of the Section officers, in-
cluding Alan Howard as Chair Elect, and Jon 
Polenberg as Secretary/Treasurer, welcome 
to the 19th Annual Labor Day Weekend Re-
treat. We are all excited about the Retreat’s 
return to the newly renovated Ritz-Carlton 
Beach Resort in Naples. Retreat Committee 
Chair, Mark Stein, and his entire committee 

have planned what looks to be a magnificent weekend retreat. You will 
find opportunities to expand your professional skills with CLE pro-
grams, to involve yourself in efforts at law reform and improvements 
to the justice system by working on the Section’s committees, and to 
network with other lawyers and judges at the receptions and meals that 
are a part of the retreat. We will have an Italian-themed dinner on Friday 
night, the traditional casino night on Saturday night, and, by popular 
demand, a night-on-the-town on Sunday night. 

Some highlights of the retreat include author Brad Meltzer as our lunch 
speaker on Saturday; a round table of Florida business court judges on 
Saturday afternoon; a fun-run and walk Sunday morning, and golf on 
Sunday afternoon.

I am looking forward to meeting with you and your family in the in-
credible setting of the Ritz-Carlton. Two individuals deserve special 
recognition for their work on the Retreat: our retreat Committee Chair, 
Mark Stein, and our Section Administrator, JoAnn Shearer. Thank you 
both very much.
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Retreat Schedule
Friday, August 29, 2014
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Port Royal I
Business Litigation certification committee meeting

2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Salon III & IV
chapter 607 drafting subcommittee meeting

3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
retreat registration

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Salon I & II
Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison committee

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Salon III & IV
welcome Back reception

6:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Nature’s Wonders
*ritz kidz

7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Vanderbilt Ballroom
A Taste of Italy casual dinner

9:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
game room and adult hospitality suite The Vue
(Please, no children under 15 after 10:30 p.m.)

Saturday, August 30, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
retreat registration

8:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
committee meetings
CLE Committee Port Royal
Communications Committee Estuary

Diversity Committee Plaza II
Computer & Technology Law Committee Plaza III
Pro Bono Committee Plaza I
Marketing, Sponsorships & Salon I & II 

Promotions Task Force

9:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
committee meetings
Bankruptcy/UCC Committee Salon III & IV
Business Litigation and State/Federal Plaza II 

Judicial Liaison Committee
Corporations, Securities & Financial Port Royal 

Services Committee
Intellectual Property Commitee Salon I & II
Strategic Opportunities Task Force Estuary
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Vanderbilt I
networking Luncheon
 (registered section members only)
speaker: Brad meltzer, Best selling author

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Vanderbilt II & III
Business court Judges roundtable
moderator: rick gross
Panelists: hon. meenu sasser, hon. John thornton, 

hon. alice Blackwell, hon. Paul huey, hon. Jeffrey 
streitfeld

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
committee meetings (cont.)
E-Discovery Committee Port Royal
Legislation Committee Estuary
Membership Committee Plaza I
Opinion Standards Committee Plaza II
Proceedings Supplementary Task Force Plaza III
Social Media Task Force Salon I & II

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Salon III & IV
networking reception

7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Vanderbilt Ballroom
southern Barn stormer - dinner & casino night

9:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
game room and adult hospitality suite The Vue
(Please, no children under 15 after 10:30 p.m.)

Sunday, August 31, 2014
7:00 a.m.
2nd annual 5k Fun run & walk
to Benefit the Florida Bar Foundation children’s 

Fund

8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Salon III & IV
Family Breakfast Buffet - all attendees welcome
9:00 a.m. – 9:50 a.m.
cLe - the 21st century Lawyer
A. Tablets & Portables: Salon I
  The 21st Century Lawyer
 Speakers: Dineen Wasylik & Adriana Linares

B. Advanced Topics in Determining Salon II 
 Business Damages and Valuation

 Speakers: Peter Gampel & C. Brett Cooper
 Sponsored by: Cherry Bekaert
10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.
cLe - substantive Breakout session
A. Crowdfunding: An Inevitable Evolution Plaza Ballroom 

Speaker: Morris Brown 
Sponsored by: Berger Singerman

Please note: Schedule is subject to change.



 

Retreat Schedule

Please note: Schedule is subject to change.

B. Contributing Infringement: When your Salon I
  good client gets sued for the infringement of others
 Speaker: Steven Peretz
 Sponsored by: Peretz, Chesal & Hermann
C. Diagnosis Reorganize: Treatments & Salon II
  Prescriptions for Distressed Companies
 Speaker: William Long
 Sponsored by: Nperspective

11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.
cLe - Practical Breakout sessions
A. The Matrix - The Risks for Plaza Ballroom
  Lawyers in the Digital Age
 Speakers: Mark Criser & Andrew Peluso
 Sponsored by: Florida Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Co.
  and Hill Ward Henderson
B. Are Your Clients at Risk for a Data Salon I
  Breach Event?
 Speakers: Al Robinson & Bill Hardin
 Sponsored by: Navigant Consulting
C. Expert Exclusions under Daubert Salon II
  - What’s Changed
 Speakers: Hon. Alice Blackwell, Hon. John Thornton
  & Scott Markowitz
 by Stahl Consulting

12:00 p.m. – 12:50 p.m. Plaza Ballroom
cLe - men are From mars, women are From venus: 

mediation and negotiation skills
Speaker: Cori Flam Meltzer

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Plaza Ballroom
First time attendees gathering

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
organized group activities
 a. kayaking
 B. golf

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Chair’s Suite
wine tasting, to benefit the Florida Bar Foundation 

children’s Fund

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Artisans
networking reception

6:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Nature’s Wonders
*ritz kidz

7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
dinner on the town: naples area restaurants 

signup at retreat registration desk

10:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. The Vue

game room and adult hospitality
(Please, no children under 15 after 10:30 p.m.)
whiskey tasting

Monday, September 1, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Salon I & II
continental Breakfast
 (executive council members only)

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Salon I & II
executive council meeting
 all section members invited

5K Fun Run/Walk: Get your fitness on and have some fun all for a good cause! Funds raised to benefit the Florida Bar Foundation 
Children’s Fund

1st Annual Wine Tasting: A selection of white, rosé and red wines have graciously been donated by French wine lovers John Olson 
and Greg Yadley, who will pour them and offer their views – so, come sample some of these gems and learn what you most enjoy. All 
proceeds will benefit the Florida Bar Foundation.

GOLF: Located just three miles away, the Tiburón Golf Course offers championship golf in a lush, coastal setting. Designed by Greg Nor-
man, this golf course is not only a Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary, but it’s also home to the Merrill Lynch Shootout each December. 
Contact Mark Nichols at mnichols@polenbergcooper.com to sign up.

KAYAKING: Enjoy a leisurely trip through one of the best shore and wading bird Estuaries in Florida. Contact Michael Chesal at mche-
sal@pch-iplaw.com to sign up. Space is limited!

SPA: Escape to a Naples spa where the gentle Gulf breezes dance among the cypress, mangrove and palm trees. The Ritz-Carlton Spa, 
Naples features rejuvenating and healing steam rooms, saunas, aqua lounges, while an outdoor mineral pool completes your Naples spa 
resort experience. Attendees receive a 20% discount on all spa treatments. Reserve your spa time through the Ritz Carlton.

Activities for the Weekend



 

CLE Programs
TABLETS & PoRTABLES: THE 21ST CENTuRy LAWyER
Sponsored by DPW Legal
speakers: Adriana Linares, Dineen Wasylik
course # 1406204n; General Credit: 1.0 hours
Few technologies have so quickly and positively affected the legal 
profession as the iPad. Join us for this live iPad demonstration 
to learn of all the amazing things your iPad can do and how it can 
benefit your law practice, taught from both the technologist and the 
lawyer perspective. We’ll cover practical iPad tips and discuss and 
demonstrate legal specific apps. Topics will include:
• iPad Tips and Tricks
• Securing Your iPad and Protecting Client Information
• Useful Apps for Lawyers
• Working with Documents and Emails
• Using iPads in the Courtroom and for Trial Prep

ADVANCED ToPICS IN DETERMININg BuSINESS DAM-
AgES AND VALuATIoN
Sponsored by Cherry Bekaert
speakers: Peter Gampel, C. Brett Cooper
course # 1406205n; General Credit: 1.0 hours, Business Litigation 

1.0 hours
Hear from experienced practitioners regarding current thinking and 
analysis of complex issues for taxes on pass through entities, proper 
determination and understanding of valuation discounts, discount rate 
quantification and techniques, why the “fair” in fair value significantly 
differs from that of fair market value, as well as other tips to assist the 
attorney in winning their cases.

CRoWDFuNDINg: AN INEVITABLE EVoLuTIoN
Sponsored by Berger Singerman
speakers: Morris Brown
course # 1406206n; General Credit: 1.0 hours, Business Litigation 

1.0 hours
The workshop will consider the current status of “Equity Crowdfunding” 
under the bipartisan supported two year old Jumpstart Our Business 
Startups Act of 2012 and the rules proposed by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. We will focus on the actual utilization of Equity 
Crowdfunding with respect to “accredited” investors under existing SEC 
Rules and “unaccredited” investors under the proposed rules. We will 
consider Crowdfunding in the context of start-ups, existing enterprises 
and single purpose real estate ventures and the existing platforms 
servicing the entities seeking funding and potential investors looking for 
opportunities to invest. Finally we will discuss the efforts of individual 
states to enact less restrictive laws regulating intra-state Crowdfunding 
legislation that that provided for in the SEC’s proposed rules.

CoNTRIBuTINg INFRINgEMENT: WHEN youR gooD 
CLIENT gETS SuED FoR THE INFRINgEMENT oF oTHERS
Sponsored by Peretz, Chesal & Hermann
speakers: Steven Peretz
course # 1406207n; General Credit: 1.0 hours, Business Litigation 

1.0 hours
In this rapidly evolving area of the law, Steven Peretz will cover the 
exposure that landlords, franchisors, and internet companies face 
from the infringing activities of tenants, franchisees, and internet 
retailers. The presentation will also cover the potential personal 
liability of company officers and managers for the infringing activities 
of their company.

DIAgNoSIS REoRgANIzE: TREATMENTS & 
PRESCRIPTIoNS FoR DISTRESSED CoMPANIES
Sponsored by Nperspective
speakers: William Long
course # 1406208n; General Credit: 1.0 hours, Business Litigation 

1.0 hours
Learn how a simple financial prescription can be implemented to 
improve the cash performance of both successful and distressed 
companies. This methodology can be applied to help companies both 
before and after a Chapter 11 filing. Creditor’s counsel can use this 
same approach to determine the reasonableness of a debtor’s plan of 
reorganization. If year current clients are not using this tool they may 
end up in the financial ER.
THE MATRIx – THE RISkS FoR LAWyERS IN THE DIgITAL AgE
Sponsored by FLMIC, Hill Ward Henderson
speakers:Mark Criser, Andrew Peluso
course # 1406209n; General Credit: 1.0 hours 
Technology has impacted the legal industry in many positive ways, 
but lawyers must remain vigilant against the pitfalls of the digital age. 
This presentation will address a variety of topics, including (i) hot topic 
issues for attorneys and their clients in the digital age, (ii) ethical and 
professional considerations, (iii) best practices, and (iv) proactive 
steps attorneys and/or law firms can take to avoid these common 
digital age pitfalls.
ARE youR CLIENTS AT RISk FoR A DATA BREACH EVENT?
Sponsored by Navigant
speakers: Al Robinson, Bill Hardin
course # 1406210n; General Credit: 1.0 hours
Data breaches are in the news on a regular basis. In advising your 
clients, how can you get prepared when the questions come from 
the C-Suite. Are you ready when the call comes? The presenters 
will walk through current events, discuss how data incidents can led 
to a data breach, and the challenges facing management on being 
good data stewards. Challenges and security issues regarding the 
use of overseas vendors to provide data processing services will be 
discussed. In addition, the presenters will have hands on activities for 
audience members. 
The presenters have worked on numerous data breaches (some of the 
world’s largest) and have extensive first- hand experience working with 
counsel to assist clients confronting the challenges that they can face. 
ExPERT ExCLuSIoNS uNDER DAuBERT – WHAT’S CHANgED
Sponsored by Stahl Consulting
speakers: Hon. Alice Blackwell, Hon. John Thornton, Scott Markowitz
course # 1406211n; General Credit: 1.0 hours, Business Litigation 

1.0 hours
The presentation will provide an overview of the impact of the Daubert 
standard on expert challenges and Florida’s judicial process. A 
discussion of recent decisions will highlight key factors and strategies 
to consider. Our judges will share their perspective on what has and 
has not changed and how it is affecting their courts.
MEN ARE FRoM MARS, WoMEN ARE FRoM VENuS: 
MEDIATIoN & NEgoTIATIoN SkILLS
speakers: Cori Flam Meltzer
course # 1406212n; General Credit: 1.0 hours
Women and men often negotiate very differently – and get different 
results. Come hear how men and women can best represent 
themselves and their clients with authority and confidence. We’ll 
discuss the latest research on: salary negotiations, closing the pay 
gap between men and women, verbal and non-verbal techniques to 
enhance presentations, making the most of your natural negotiation 
style, and tailoring your approach based on context.




